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4. Finally, it was argued that an aeroplane cannot
be piloted from a closed cabin because the man at the
control must feel the air stream in order to realize fully
and quickly any change from normal flying position.
In spite of these predictions I was hopeful, and in
general confident, but I realized just the same that a
minor mistake in control or adjustment might result
in disaster. I was chiefly concerned about the possible
difficulties of landing. The trouble was the lack of
experience with the landing control characteristics of
the plane, which could not be known before the first
landing. Besides, it was to be expected that the large
plane would be tail or wing heavy, or would at first
show some other imperfections. This, together with
my unfamiliarity with the plane, could result in my
making incorrect manoeuvres which in turn might cause
a crash that would discredit the idea of the large plane.
Therefore, an extremely careful and conscientious
approach to the first flight was essential.
The enclosed cabin was not very disturbing to me.
Of course, it was entirely novel at that time, but I relied
on nay instruments and on my engineering knowledge,
rather than on any " bird sense," which in that epoch
was often considered essential. There were not many
instruments, but I had what was really needed. There
were four tachometers for the engines, two altimeters,
a U-glass tube with alcohol connected to a sort of pres-
sure receiver to indicate the flying speed, a ball in a
curved glass tube to work as bank indicator and a long
streamline tube mounted some three feet ahead of the
window with divisions to indicate the incidence. The
three latter instruments were " home made/' designed
for the " Grand." They were particularly necessary